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INTRODUCTION. 


To the candid and judicious Reader of theſe 
Sheets ; giving an Account of the Call of 
Providence to appear in the Publick at this 


Time. 2 
ATE I have heard frequently, theſe 


ſeveral years paſt, of ſtrange principles ven- 
ted by theſe preachers called Seceders, and of their 
conduct in preaching, attended with a very uncha- 
ritable, and calumniating ſpirit againſt the miniſters 
of the GENERAL SYNoD, and the people who ad- 
here to them; I carried unconcerned, not meddling 
with them in my pulpit, nor blaming the people 
who ran after them: I ſay, I carried unconcern- 
ed, 'till I found ſome of my hearers leavened with 
ſeveral anti- ſcriptural principles, which they own- _. 
ed in converſe with me, viz. ſuch as, that the 
covenant of grace had no condition on our part, 
und ſo faith was not the condition thereof; and 
that neither faith, nor repentance were duties 
required of them: Not only becauſe they ſaid, 
they had no ſuch graces in themſelves; but that 
Chriſt had repented and believed for them: The 
abſurdity of which Antinomian principle I ſhewed 


them 


* 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 

them at large. And when in ſome ſhort time af. 
ter, in my courſe of catechiſical doctrine, treating 
on the new covenant and it's mediator, I prov- 
ed it to be conditional, and that faith was the pri- 
mary and comprehenſive condition thereof ; upon 
the back of ſaid ſermon, a clamour was raiſed a- 
gainſt me by ſame then preſept, and others in the 
neighbou hood, that I had preached lies, and 
falſhoods; ſo I became their enemy for telling 
them the truth, 

Soon after I, with ſome judicious members of 
my ſeſſion, met upon a certain affair in the houſe 
of one of the zealous adherers to theſe Seceders ; 
where a diſcourſe came in about my doctrine late- 
ly preached : Pains were taken by ſome there to 
convince him of the truth of faith's being the con- 
dition of the new covenant, from the expreſs prin- 
ciples of the coFfeſſion of faith, aud catechiſms lar- 
ge, and. ſhorter; but he refuſed to be convinced, 
alledging, that tne Scots divines, viz. Rutherfurd, 
Gilleſpy and Dixon, were of the ſame principle, 
which was denied. And after he alledged Mr. 
Flavel on his fide of the queſtion, in the cloſe of 
the ſixth ſermon on the method of grace: His mi— 
ſtake of Mr. Flavel's words were laid before him: 
He then put us off with a propoſal that he would 
bring ſome of theſe Preachers near his houle, and. 
have ſermon there; and that I ſhould come, and, 
by diſputation with him or them, before the con- 
gregation, ſhew their principle of the unconditi— 
onality of the covenant to be an error; that in 
that caſe, he word ſeparate from them, and re- 
turn to my miniſtry ; But I then refuled to com- 
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ply with his propoſal; for to diſpute before the 75 
populace, was the way to fill the country full of 
lies; there being few, if any, in ſuch crowds, who 
underſtand argumentation. Then I told him, that 
if any of theſe preachers did aſſert the unconditi- 
onality of the new covenant, that I would ſoon 
publiſh a confutation of that, and other Antinomi- 
an principles taught by them, and wherewith [ 
find the people leavened who follow them. On 
the 7th of December laſt, a triumvirate of theſe 
preachers, viz, Meſſieurs Patton, Mulligan, and 
Arrat, met at Spitile Hill near Colerain; ure 
the firſt of them preached on the word Ich, 
that the glory was departed from Jrael: There 

were many judicious hearers there, who told me, 
that in the cloſe of his diſcourſe, he exclaimed a- 
gainſt the print called the Seaſanable Warning. 
publiſhed by the General Synod, In Zune 1747 
that ſaid print was corrupt, and contained errors, 
in oppoſition to the ſixth and ſixteenth chapters of 
our confeſſion of ſaith ; but not telling wherein, 
or how it did fo. Surely he might as well aſſerted 
that it contradicted the Copernican ſyſtem, which 
thews the Sun to be the center, and that the ter- 
raqueous globe moves round it. And I'm told by 
a number of judicious perſons there, that after 
Ye had finiſhed by prayer, he ſaid, that he heard 
that in this corner of the country, there were 
ſome who taught, that faith was the condition of 
the covenant of grace: If fo, ſaid he, there mult 
then be as many covenants as there are believers; 
3 conſequent from ſuch an antecedent, I'm per- 
luaded, no man beſide himſelf, could ſee; unleſs 
ſuch 
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ſuch, whoſe medium of conceiving is equally in- 
diſpoſed with his, .as I ul make, appear in theſe 
ſheets. However I take this his furpriſing effu- 
ſion of weakneſs, to be deſigned, as a challenge to 
thoſe who are. againſt his Antinamian ſcheme. 
And now, being cried out againſt by the Sece- 


ding party, as one not able to confute them; and 


alſo by many of my hearers, who urge, that I 


ſhould ſtop the mouths of theſe gain-layers to ſcrip- 


ture principles; and that | would defeat their ima- 


ginary triumphs; to do which I haye made this 
eſſay. And indeed 1 humbly think, that the mi- 
niſters of this ſynod, ſhould not be ſilent and un- 
concerned, when they are not only calumniated 


as hereticks; but the truths of the goſpel held forth 


in our publick ſtandards of the corfeſſion of faith 
and catechiſms, run down by theſe men of cor- 
: rupt Antinomian principles. 
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and in the neighbourhobd. 


A SHorT and PLAIN VI NDICATTION of 
the Conditionality of the CoveENANnT 


of GRACE, c. 5 
so © prove this and other points in controverſy. 
n I caſt the whole into theſe following ſections. 
— 90 Sect. I. In which I ſhall ſhew from reaſon 

| or the light of nature, that a covenant in its 
EZ” proper and obvious notion, does imply a con- 
dition, or term, by which the contract be- 
| tween parties doth ſubſiſt. 

Sect. IT. In this I will ſhew, that the covenant of works 
made by God with Adam, being both the natural, and fœdral 
head of his seed, had its expreſs condition, binding him and his 
pol? \ | | 

„ ITE. In which I'll ſhew, that the covenant of redempti- 
on et den the Father and Son, in the council of peace, had an 
„condition laid down by the Father, and a reſtipulation by 
the aon, to fulfil the work of man's redemption. 

ct. IV. In which I will ſhew, that the covenant of grace, | 
mie by God with the ele& in Jeſus Chriſt as their head, has a 41 
ondition on our part, on which condition the promiſed bleſſings! 
of the covenant are ſuſpended, not in the way of merit, but of | 
free grace; and that faith is the primary and comprehenſive con- 
dition thereof, Ihr : 5 

Sect. V. In this I will make a few remarks on ſome Scotch 
prints, which I have in my hands at preſent. | 

And then in the laſt place J will addreſs myſelf in general to 
all thoſe who admire and follow thoſe preachers called SEczDeRs ; 
and in particular to thoſe in the bounds of my congregation, 
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Set. I. Wherein I prove from reaſon, or the light of na- 
ture, that a covenant, in its proper notion, implies a condition 
or term. This practice is fo common and equitable amongſt the 
reaſohable world here below, ſince men were formed into 
ſocieties, that it laid the foundation for mutual confidence and 
commerce. If we aſk a man who has only the light of nature 
to inſtruct him, what a covenant is? he will furely anſwer, that 
It is a bargain between parties on certain conditions ; in the ful- 
fillment of which the bargain ſtands, and by a failure in keeping 
the conditions the bargain is void. Thus we fee, in many co- 
venants of a civil nature, recorded in ſcripture ; as for inſtance, 
in theſe of many, viz. of Joſeph's bargain with his brethren, 
that they were not to ſee his face, unleſs they brought their 
youngeſt brother Benjamin down with them; and ſo between 
Fac-b and his ſons, that they would return to Egypt if he ſent 
their youngeſt brother with them; Gen. xliii. 4. &c. But where- 
fore need I add any more upon this head, to ſhew that a cove- 
nant implies in its proper notion, a condition or term: To fay 
more, were to light a candle to ſee the ſun at mid day. 

Set. IT. I next come to ſhew that the covenant of works 
which God was pleaſed to condeſcend to make with Adam and 
his ſeed, had an expreſs condition on man's part, v2. perſonal 
and perfect obedience to the commands of his creator and law- 
giv.r , whoſe prerogative it was to preſcribe {uch conditions to 
man +> were agrecable to his ſovereignty and infinite wiſdom : 
To tie fulkilment of which condition, he was created with a 
ſafhicient capacity, from that integrity he wa: endued with. 1 
am petſuaded, that not any wha owns the truth and authentic- 
nels of the jacred Scriptures, can or will deny the conditionality 
of the covenant of works; Do and LIVE, not Do and DIE, 
vicre the expreſs ndnd thereof. Now here ] do obſerve, 
if the aſſertion of the preacher * atSpittle-Hill be true; vis, that 
it [aith be the condition of the covenant of grace, then there 
mult be as many covenants as there are believers , it wilt hold 
true here alſo, that there are as many covenants of works, as 
there were of Alan's ſeed, ſulſillers of the condition of perfect o- 
bedicnce to God's laws. But as it is abſurd to ſay ſo with re- 
foc& to the covenant of works; it is equally fo with reſpect to 
the covenant of Grace. Surely this aſſertion is contra; clory to 

ſcripture 
* Mr. Patton, 
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ſcripture, yea abſurd, and a groſs impoſition on the common 
ſenſe of thoſe who follow the ſeceding teachers and ſwallow down 
all they ſay with an implicit faith; as it is done in the church 
of Rome, where the greateſt abſurdities are thus ſwallowed down. 
Set. III. In this I come to ſhow, that the covenant of 
redemption had expreſs and folemn conditions between the Fa- 
ther and the Son, in that council of peace as its called; Zech. 
6. 13. This covenant of redemption is. that glorious ſcheme 
of the eled's ſalvation ſettled on before the world began, viz, 
that the Father, the firſt perſon of the glorious Godhead, did 
give to the ſecond perſon his eternal Son, ſuch a number to be 
redeemed by him, upon the condition of his aſſuming the hu- 
man nature into union with the divine nature in one perſon ; 
and in the human nature to obey and ſuffer, to ſatisfy offended 
Juſtice, and to make reconciliation between an offended God and 
offending ſinners : and this, by the execution of his threefold 
mediatorial offices, by virtue of the infinite worth and merit of 
the divin* nature united to the human, in the perſon of the 
Son : Which .condition he undertook to fulfil ; for. we find the 
Father promiſing the Son all ſucceſs : See 1/a. xlii, 1, 2, 3. 
Behold my ſervant whom I uphoid, mine elect in whom my ſoul de- 
lighteth, &e. And as he promiſed his choſen one ſupport, fo 
he aſſures him of ſucceſs: See Id. liii, 10, 11, 12, viz. that 
He ſhould ſee of the travel of his Soul, and be ſatisfied. The 
Son, as Redeemer, reſtipulates, that he comes with delight to 
fulfil that agreement: See P/al. xl. 7, 8. Then ſaid I, lo! J 
come : in the volume of thy book it is written of me : I delight 10 
di thy will, O my God : thy law is within my heart, What 
the Pfalmiſt ſpeakes, of his ear being bored, the apoſtle renders 
according to the Greek paraphraſe, a Body thou haſt fitted me, 
In the volume of his book is the ſcheme of man's redempti- 
on, and is called by all ſound proteſtant divines, the covenant 
of redemption entered into between the Father and the Son, 
upon the foreknowledge of man's fall: The elect then were 
Chriſt's delight ; ſee Prov. viii, 22, 32. The Lord poſſeſſad me in 
the beginning of his way, before his works of old, &c. It was in 
Jeſus Chriſt the ele& were choſen before the world began, or had 
its exiſtence Eph, i, 4, According as he hath choſen us in him, 
&c. 
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This covenant of Redemption between the Father and the 
Son, is acknowledged in its parts and conditions by the mot 
of proteſtant divines ; as may be ſeen in that learned and pious 
divine in Scotland viz : Mr, David Dickſon, in that judicious 


and learned piece called his Therapentica Sacra; in which he 


treats of the covenant of redemption at large, in the fourth chap- 
ter of his firſt book. As alſo the learned profeſſor at Utrecht, 
viz. Peter Van Maeſtricht. It would ſwell theſe ſheets to. too 
great a bulk, to cite all the reformed divines, and their writings 
on the covenant of redemption. Now, if the eternal ſon of Goc 
was bound to certain conditions in the bond of that covenant, - 
ſhail we be looſe and. free from any condition on our part, in the 
covenant of grace made with the ele& in Chriſt Jeſus ? 

Sect. IV. In which I undertake to prove, that the cove- 
nant of grace is conditional on our part ; and that faith is the 
primary and comprehenſive condition thereof; in oppoſition 10 
the 4ntinomian principle, which denies its conditionality, That 
this is one of the ten corrupt principles of the Ante nian ſect, 


ſee the excellent and pious Mr. Flavel's account of the ten Anti- 


nomian principles, in his ſecond appendix of Antinomians, page 
.553-of the Edinburgh edition, collected from the writings of 
Eaton, Criſp, Saltmarſb. and Philip Carey. The ninth error 
runs thus: That they allow of no new covenant made with us 
properly ; but with Chriſt for us: And that this covenant is all 
of it a promiſe, having no condition on our part. Obſerve, 
that they do not deny, that faith, repentance, and obedience are 
conditions of the new covenant ; but, ſay they, they are not 
conditions on our part, Lut Chriſt's, who believed and repent- 
ed for us. At this rate of ſpeaking ,the apoſtles, Paul and S:/as, 
anſwer to the jailor, As xvi. 31. ſhould have run thus: It 


. Chriſt believe for you, thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy houſe - 


And ſo, in other texts of ſcripture expreſſive of the condition on 
man's part, in order to be ſaved thro' Chrilt, 
This very unſound principle I had, to my ſurpriſe, from the 


mouths of ſome of my neighbours, who attended Secedet's 


ſermons and convers'd with them. And indeed it was the more 
ſtrange to find miniſters from Scotland proſeſſing to be presby- 
terians, thus tainted with Antinomian errors; and eſpecially 
when in the ſecond act of the AMficiate Pretbyterv, Antinomian- 


In is pointed at as an error, page 12, But it is probable they 


are 


| 


WE: 


are not all of one mind in this point; or that, tho? it be an error 
in, Scotland, it's none here, amongſt the rude and degenerate 


presbyterians, in the north of Ireland, (as they are reputed.) 

I have indeed often heard, that when the Þr:ti/h ſnakes were 
brought into Jreland, they loſt their venom and nocency, by vir- 
due of St. Patrick's bleſſing the 1ri/h ground; but I much 
doubt if his bleſſing has any ſuch virtue on Br:ti/þ errors, when 
they come over to us, to turn their nocency to innocency. 

But I ſhall now go on to the main point, to ſhew and prove 
the conditionality of the covenant of grace ; and that faith is 
the primary and comprehenſive condition thereof. 

And here, firſt Pl premit ſome conceſſions, with reſpet to 
the grace of faith: Secondly, ſhew in what ſenſe I call it the 
primary condition, and how it is comprehenſive : And thirdly, 
I ſhall prove this point: Firſt ſrom the ſacred ſcriptures ; ſe- 
condlly, from our confeſſion of faith and catechiſms ; and thirdly, 
from the teſtimony of ſound and much eſteemed divines, both 
at home and abroad. 

And firſt, in the general T premit, that ſuch was the infinite 
diſtance between God the creator, and man ; that man could 
never have any fruition of him, as his bleſſedaeſs and reward, 
but by ſome voluntary condeſcenfion on God's part, which he 
bas been pleaſed to expreſs by way of covenant ; ſee the firſt 
ſe K. of the 7th chap. of the confeſſion of faith. | 

Firſt, T here make ſome conceſſions with reſpe& to the grace 
of faith, to obviate the injuſt charges and inferences made by 
the Seceders. | : 

Firlt, I grant that this divine and faving grace of faith, 
which J aſſert to be the condition of the covenant of grace, is 
not of or in ourſelves by nature; no, no ſach heavenly plant 
grows in nature?s foil : It is the gift of God. Eph. ii, 8. For 
by grace are ye ſaved, through faith: and that nit of yourſelves ; 
it 1s the gift of G. He purpoſed this grace, with all others in 
the ſcheme of man's ſalvation, as means connected with the end, 
viz, eternal life, ſee Eph. i. 4. According as he hath choſen us in 
him before the foundation of the worl:!, that we ſhould be holy and 
without blame before him, in love: And 29d. Theſs. ii. 13. 
Becauſe God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, 
through ſandification of the ſpirit and belief af the truth, 
This and all other graces ate purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt, in 
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whom the fulneſs of the body conſiſts; and it is wrought in the 
elect ſinner by God the holy Ghoſt, in the work of regenerati- 
on; whereby a heavenly principle of liſe and light is in- 
fuſed into the ſoul ; Eph. ii. 1, 5. You hath he quickned, &c. 
From this inward principle faith and all other graces do ariſe ; 
but when faith is wrought in us, in the principle, the actual 
exerciſe of it in believing is our duty. 

Secondly, I allow that faith as our act or work merely, does 
not entitle us to the bleſſings of the new covenant ; for then 
faith as the condition of the covenant, would be as in the firſt 
covenant with Adam, viz. of works : But as it is appointed of 
God in the ſcheme of man's redemption, as an inſtrument to 
cloſe with and receive Jeſus Chriſt ; ſee John iii, 16. God ſo 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten ſon, that whoſa- 
ever believeth in him ſhouli not periſh, but have eternal life : And 
John vi. 2. This is the work of Cod, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath ſent : And Philip. i. 29. For unto you it is given 
in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to bel eve on him, &c. And now, 
when this grace with others given, are exerted and ſtrength- 
ened in the moſt lively manner, we have no cauſe of boaſt- 
ing, but to account ourſelves unprofitable ſervants : It is in the 
Lord we are to rejoice always: Philip, iv. 4, Rejoice in the 
Lord always ; and again J ay rejoice, Now from what has been 
ſaid, the imputation of merit to us, by the Seceders, is manifeſtly 
groundleſs. | 

Thirdly, I allow, that faith gradually conſidered, does not 
alter it from being the condition of the new covenant: Not on- 
ly a ſtrong faith like Hhraham's; but the loweſt degree of real 
faith, gives a title to Chriſt and the benefits of the covenant ; it 
it be as a grain of muſtard ſeed. © There are weak as well as 
Rrong chriſtians in the faith of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Fourthly, 1 in charity think that theſe /zceding miniſters do 
acknowledge the excellency and neceſſity of the grace of faith, 
with all other graces to promote the chriſtiad life heaven-ward 
in all adult perſons ; ſecing it's impoſſible to pleaſe God without 
faith : Heb. xi. 6. | 

It now follows, that T prove faith to be the primary and 
comprehenſive condition of the covenant of grace, on which 
the promiſed bleflings of the covenant are ſuſpended, as required 
25 2 duty on our part, And hers to preyent miſtake, I al- 
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1 
low, that there are abſolute promiſes in the covenant, the 


promiſed bleſſings whereof are not ſuſpended on any conditions 
on our part: As in Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, 27, A new heart alſo © 
will I give you, &c.- And Jer. xxxi. 33, But this ſball be the 
covenant, &c, Theſe promiſed bleſſings are the principles and 
ſpring, from whence faith and all other graces do flow ; the ex- 
erciſe of which are duties on our part. 

Now I come to ſhew why faith is called the primary conditi- 
tion : Firſt, becauſe it row in exerciſe, firſt, as the firſt born 
of the regenerated ; for no ſooner the principle of divine 
life and light is ah." in the ſoul ; but faith exerts itſelf in 
viewing Jeſus Chriſt in his amiable excellencies, and ſuitable- 
neſs as Redeemer ; ſo as highly, to eſteem and love bim: Sce 
1ſt Peter ii, 7. Unto you that believe, Chriſt is precivus or ho- 
murabj, Secondly, becauſe of its extenſive efficacy in carrying 
on the ſoul to reſt on Chriſt offered, Firlt, as to its diſcerning 
power as the eye of the ſoul; ſee La xlv. 22. Look unto me, 
au ye ends of the earth, &c. John i, 29. Beheld the lamb of 

God, &c. Thirdly, it points out the ſoul's truſting and reli- 
ance on God in times of diſcouragement and difficulties ; ſee 
Ja. l. 10. Who is among you that feareth the Lord, &c ? 
Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his God : 
i. c. let him fix his faith and hope in the name i. e. in the 
moſt excellent and amiable nature, and infinite perfections; 

and efpecially*in the ſree grace and mercy and faithfulneſs of 
the Lord: And Zeph. ii, 12. I wilt alſe leave in the midſt of 

thee, an afflited and poor people ; and they ſhall ou in the name 
- "of tbe Lal. 

Fourthly, becauſe faith is the receptive power of the ſoul, 
the hand which receives him as offered in the goſpel : 70% 
i. 12. To as many as received him. to them gave he power to 
become the ſons of Cad; even to them that believe on his name. 
The applying power of faith is repreſented by eating and drink- 
ing: See John vi. 56. He that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my 
Hod, deve geth in me and I in him. 

Fiſthly, it's efficacious power appears in it's appropriatin: ; 
influence in aniting the ſoul to Chriſt, and Chriſt to th 
foul : Eph. iii. 17. That Ghriſt may dwell in your hearts 6) 
/ with, | 
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I come next to ſhew, that as faith is the primary condif. 


on of the new covenant in the reſpects named, fo its alſo 
the comprehenſive condition, taking in repentance, love, hope, 
humility, &c. ſee Gol, v. 22, But the fruit of the ſpirit is lave, 
Joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſ5, goodneſs, faith, v. 23. Meet- 
ne/s, temperance, &c. All theſe have their coexiſtence in the 
regenerated foul. That faith is comprehenſive of all other 
graces, we ſee a manifeſt proof in the 1 ithi chapter of the He- 


| brews, where all theſe old teſtament heroes are characterized by 


faith, tho" they fhined in other graces, as Moſes in meeknels, 
and the like: How ſtrong was that old teſtament faint and pa- 
triarch, 7-6, in faith; ſee chap, xix. 25, Yea farther, the 6ih 
verſe of this chapter, ſhews its comprehenſiveneſs, in aſſerting 
that without faith it's impoſſible to pleaſe God ; for infidelity or 
want of faith in Chriſt, makes God a liar, 1 John v. 10. 

Now I proceed directly to prove, that faith in its extenſive 
meaning, is the condition of the covenant of grace, which I 
ſhall do, (1) by Plain fcripture teſtimony (2) from our 
Conſeſſion of Faith and Catechiſins, and ſrom the confeſſions of 
other reformed churches (2) from the authority of the judg- 
ments of divines of great note at home and abroad (4) I ſhall 
ſhew this truth by ſome clear and convincing arguments, and 
then proceed to vindicate ſome other ſcriptural principles, which 
are either deny'd or groſsly wreſted, by theſe miniſters called 
Seceders. . 

As to the ſcripture teſtimony, T will point at a few of many 
which are ſufficient, as (1) om that early believer Abel, who 
in his firſt ſacrifice, Gen, iv. 4. exerciſed faith in acquieſcing 
in and reſting on the ſacrifice of Chrifl*s death, of which his ſa- 


criſice was the type. The apoſlle to the Hebrews records, that 


he by faith offered a more acceptable ſacrifice than Cain. Pray, 
how was it that he exerciſed faith on Chriſt to be crucified ? was 
it not according to the revelation made in chap. iii. 15- that the 
ſeed of the woman ſhould break the ſerpent's head; and that 
be ſhould bruiſe his heel. This grace of faith was given to 
Abel to ſee Chriſt in his ſacrifice, and to acquieſce in the ſuffici- 
ency of the ſatizaJion given by his death, to take away the 
guilt of fin, and to recoficile God to offending finners. Thus I 


ay. how did A4be!'s faith go out to Jeſus Chriſt ? It acted agree- 


abi to the tenot of the covenant of grace, in agcepting him 
| | the 
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me unſpeakable gift of God, and in truſting in and relying. on / 8 
him for compleat redemption. 

Next, ſee John i. 12. To as many as received him, to than 
gave he power to become the ſons of God, even to them who believe 
on his name: Here we have adoption, one of the benefits of the 
covenant, made over to the believer, Faith is the hand which 
receives an offered Saviour: To believing is promiſed all of 
the benefits of Chriſt's redemption : And thus we have a moſt 
gracious declaration of compleat ſalvation to the believer ; ſce 
John iii. 16. God fo loved the world that he gave bis only beget- 
ten /on, that whoſoever believes in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life, Again, Acts xvi, 31. to the Jaylor' $ enquiry 
to Paul and Silas, what he ſhould do to be ſaved, they anſwer 
him; Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
Is not here the expreſs condition of ſalvation on our part? but 
according to the doctrine of the Seceders, they ſhonld have an- 
ſwered him, if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt believe for thee, thou and 
thy houſe ſhalt be ſaved: How abſurd this gloſs mult be in the 
eyes of the meaneſt capacity; but abſurd as it is, it mult follow, 
that aſſertion of theirs, that Chriſt is to do all for them, even to 
believe and repent for them. He has indeed purchaſed theſe 
and all other graces for them, and the ſpiri works them in each 
ele& ſinner; but the exerciſe ot them is our duty. Thus the 
prophet Iſiah, chap. Ixiv. 4. complains, that none ſtirreth up 
himſelf to take hold of God. Next ſee Rom. x, 9. where faith 
is allerted to be the condition of our ſalvation. 8th verſe, This 

:5 the word of faith which we preach, that if thou ſhalt confe/s 
with thy mouth the Lord eſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, 
that Cod hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Here 
obſerve the Article of Chriſt's reſurrection ſuppoſeth all the reſt, 
and falteneth them together as by a link; all the antecedents 
and conſequents of it, his aſcenſion, and ſitti the right hand 
of God; his interceſſion and coming to judgment, The con- 
ditional particle, if, ſhews faith to be the condition of ſalvation ; 
and fo other conditional particles, as, any, except, are uſed in the 
grants of the bleſſings and privileges of the new teſtament, as 
Mark ix. 2%: Teſus ſaid unto him, if thou canſt believe, all things 
are poſſible to him that believeth; and Acts viii. 37. And Phi. 
ip /aid, if thou helieveſt with all thine heart, hs mayeſt. Matt. 
xvin. 3. E xcept ye be converted, and become as Uttle children: 


and 
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and John Hi. 3: Except ye be born again, yt can't enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven; and in many other places, where ſuch con- 
ditional particles are uſed, 

2, But now I come to prove, that faith is the condition of the 
covenant of grace, from our Confeſſion of Faith, andCatechiſins. 
From our Weſtmin/ter Confeſſion of Faith we've this truth aſſert - 
ed and proven; ſee chap. vii. and 3. ſeftion: „The Lord 
was pleaſed to make a ſecond covenant, commonly called the 
covenant of grace, wherein he freely offereth unto ſinners life and 
ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; requiring of them faith in him, that 
they may be faved; and promiſing to give unto all thoſe that 
are ordained unto life, his holy ſpirit; to make them willing 
and able to believe :” See the texts of ſcripture ſubjoined to 
prove this truth, as Mark xvi. 15, 16. John iii. 16. Rom. x- 
6, to the ioth. Gel. iii. 11. and from the anſwer to the 32d 
Queſt. of the larger catechiſm, viz. How is the grace of God 
manifeſted in the ſecond covenant ® * Anf. The grace of God 
is manifeſted in the fecond covenant, in that he freely pro- 
videth, and offereth to finners z mediator, and life and falvation 
by him; and requiring faith as the condition to intereſt them 
in him, promiſeth and giveth his holy ſpirit to all his ele, to 
work in them that faith, with all other ſaving graces; and to 
enable them 'unto all holy obedience as the evidence of the 
truth of their faith, and thankfulnefs to God; and as the way 
which he hath appointed them to falvation.” See the 
ſcriptures annexed to each part to prove them: As Gen. iii. 
15. Iſa. xlii. 6. John vi. 29. 1 John v. 11, 12. John 
ii. 16. and firſt chap. 12. Prov. i. 23. 2 Cor, iv. 13. Col. 
v. 22, 23.  Ezek, xxxvie 27, James ii, 18, 22. 2 Core 
v. 14, 15. Eph, . 10, Next the anſwer to the 71ſt queſt. 
vis How is juſtification an act of Ged's free grace? And re- 
quiring nothing of them for their juſtification but faith, which 
alſo is his giſt. Rom. iii. 24, 25. Eph: ji. 8, and Eph. i. 7, 

Next let us caſt our eye on the anſwer to the 85th queſt, of 
the Shorter Catechiſm, viz, * Jhat doth God require cf us, that 
we may eſcape the wrath and wy of God due to us for fin? * Anf. 
To eſcape the wrath and curſe of God due to us for ſin, God 


requiteth of us faith in Jeſus Chriſt, repentance unto life, with 
the diligent uſe of all the outward and ordinary means, where- 
by Chriſt communicateth to us the benchits of redemption,” See 

the 
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the ſcriptures annexed as pointed out by the reſpective letters, 
Is it not ſurprizing to find, that the Seceders and their followers 
ſhut their eyes on theſe great important truths, agreed on by that 
very venerable aſſembly, and approven of and received by the 
church of Scotland! | | 
Mliuſt not this be ſtumbling to the Presbyterians of the North 
of Ireland, to ſee Men coming over from Scotland as reformers, 
quitting any of the principles of reformation, contained in our 
ſtandards? They mult be blind, who do not ſee this a backward 
way of reformation, and inſtead of taking truth by the hand, to pro- 
mote it, are wreſting it out of the hands of well-meaning profef- 
ſors, by the fair ſpeeches of ſuch; ſee Rom, xvi 18. Aud by 
good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple ; i. e. 
perſons over credulous and unwary; who do not miltruſt any 
deceit, or hurt, | | 
But further, to corroberate our Confeſſion of Faith and Cate. 
chiſms, I may add the concurrence of the Confeſſions of the ſo- 
reign reformed proteſtant churches. As (1) of the French Con- 
feſſion of that once ſound church; in the 20th chap. the condi- 
tionality of the new covenant, and that faith is the condi- 
tion thereof, is plainly aſſerted; alſo the confeſſions of the Helve- 
tick body, the Ausburgh and Belgick, do all agree, as will appear 
to any who underſtand and peruſe theſe foreign languages; to 
cite them here verbatim would ſwell this ſmall performance to 
too great a bulk. | 
{ proceed to give the judgments of the following divines. 
whoſe praiſe will be in the Churches of Chriſt to the end. And 
here I (1) name the learned, and pious Mr. Samuel Rutherford 
in that pious book of his, ca led, Chrilt dying and drawing ſin- 
ners to himſelf, he at large proves the conditionality of the co- 
venant of grace, againſt the Antinomian Dr. Gri/p ;, ice pages 471, 
472, and 473, (2) He ſhews how faith is the condition of 
the covenant, pages 476, and 477. where that judicious and 
learned man does illaſtrate and canfrm theſe two points fully, 
The next Scotch divine of great reputation for learning and 
ſoundneſs in the faith, is proteflpr David Dixon, in the learned 
book called Therapeutics Sacra, he ſpends the ſixth chapter an 
the covenant of grace, and ſhews at large faith with its conco- 
mitant graces to be the condition thereof on our part; fee pages 
50, 51, Oe. through that ſixth chapter of his ſirſt book. To 
h __ tlitfe 
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covenant of grace, from page 58 onward. (7) of the chu ch 


18 


theſe J add Mr. Gille/py, and Mr. Wederburn on the covenant ; 


whoſe judicious and pious performances are extant in the Eng- 
liſh tongue. To theſe 1 add the judgment of that ſound and 
pious divine Mr. William Gutherie in that excellent treatiſe cal- 
led the trial of a ſaving Intereſt in Chriſt ; ſee chap. vii. where 
he expreſsly aſſerts faith to be the condition of the new covenant, 
and that by faith as ſuch a chriſtian may come to know his true 
Intereſt in Chriſt. And again in the ſecond part of that trea- 
tiſe, viz. on ſhewing how one may attain to an intereſt 
in Chi iſt, he there points at faith as the condition of the cove- 
nant of grace, in cloſing with Jeſus Chriſt, upon the goſpel calls 
and invitations. | 

But need I to add any moreof many fromScotland? only men- 
tion the pious and judicious Mr. Williſon in the beginning of his 
Sacramental Catechiſm, does ſet the conditionality of the new co- 
venant, and that Faith is the condition thereof on our part, in a 
clear light. | | 

I come now to add the judgment of divines of unexception- 
able character in theſe kingdoms, and ſome abroad. I begin 
with the judicious, and excellent Mr. 7ohn Flavel, who vindi- 
cates the conditionality of the covenant of grace, that faith is 
the condition thereof; this he proves againſt the Antinomians ; 
ſee pages 444, 445- of his Vindex vindiciorum of the Edinburgh 
edition: And again in his reply to Mr. Cary's ſolemn Call; in 
both places he proves its conditionality, And Mr. Flavej adds 
the teſtimony of theſe following divines of great note, who all 
give thcir judgment with him of the conditionality of the co- 
venant of grace, and that faith is the condition thereof. (1) Mr. 
Feremiah Burroughs Faith, faith he, hath the great honour a- 
bove all other graces to be the condition of the {ſecond covenang,” 
c. (2) is Dr. Reynolds, his Life of Chriſt, page 512. (3) 
Ts the great and learned Dr. John Owen, in his Treati/e of Re- 


' dempticn, took 3, chap 1, pages 103, and 104, and in his tract 


of juſtification, page 299, Sc. (4) Is the the learned and ju. 
dicious Mr. William Perking on the order af cauſes, chap. 31, page 
17, and in his Reformed Catholique, p. 570. (5) is the excel- 
lent Mr. 7. Ball, of the covenant of grace, chap, 1, of the new 


covenant. Page 19. &c.(6) is the learned and piousMr, FohnGraile, 


in his modeſt vindication of the doctrine of conditions in the 


ol 


1 | I 
of England, Dr. Davenant, a ſound and learned divine. In the 5; * 
covenant of the goſpel it is otherwiſe than in the covenant of /S | 
works; for in this covenant, to the obtainment of reconciliation, CS<.___- 3 
juſtification and life eternal, there is no other condition required, : 
than that of a true and lively faith. Davenant of juſtification, | 
Acts chap. xxx. (8) Is the learned Dr. Downhari, once biſhop 
of Derry, in his tract 1ſt of juſtification, lib. 6. chap. 8. ſect. 1o, 
and lib. 7. chap. 2. ſet. 6. He harmonizeth with the reſt in 
theſe words, © that which is the only condition of the cove- 
nant of grace; by that alone we are juſtified ; but faith is the 
condition of the covenant of grace, which is therefore called 
Lex Fidei, &c.” 
(9) Is the excellent treatiſe on the, goſpel covenant, by Mr. 
Peter Bulkelle, miniſter in Concord congregation in New England, 
in the 4th part of that treatiſe he ſliews, and proves faith to be 
the condition ofthe new covenant, againſt the Antinomian hereſie 
brought over from Old England there, by that great impoſter Mrs* 
Hutchinſon. *Tis needleſs that I tire the reader, with more authors at 
home and abroad, who vindicate this doctrine. I'm of the o- 
pinion that the Seceders ſhan't be able to diſapprove of, or con- 
fute theſe named. I had almoſt forgot a pregnant proof, in the 
4th head of the uſe of practical ſaving knowledge in the 9th ſec- 
tion, which runs in theſe words; © For convincing a man of fin, 
righteouſneſs and judgment, by the goſpel.” 
Paragraph the 2d, next we muſt nerf, ther pa e—" 
miſſion of ſin and true righteouſneſs, is to be y faith + 
in Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe God requireth no other condition but 
faith, and teſtifies from Heaven, that he is well pleaſed to juſtify 
ſinners upon this condition. 
And Mr. IVatſon, page 90. of his explication of the cove- 
nant of grace, acks, * What is the condition of the covenant 
of grace? he anſwers ; the main condition is faith. But again 
queſtions, why faith is the condition of the covenant of grace, 
more than other graces? he anſwers, to exclude ail glorying in 
the creature, faith is a humble grace: If repentance or works 
were the condition, a man would fay it is my righteouſneſs hath 
ſaved me: But if of faith, where is boaſting ? faith fetcheth all 
from Chriſt, and gives all the glory to him: It's a moſt humble 
grace, Hence it is, God hath ſingled out this grace to be the 
condition of the covenant.” 
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A great many more vouchers of this doctrine of the conditi- 
onality of the new covenant might be adduced, but I think theſs 


may ſuffice, till the Seceders invalidate theſe adduced. But now 


I cloſe this head, with a vindication of ſome other ſcripture prin- 


© Eiples, either denied, or perverted by the Seceders and their 


adherents, 

The firſt principle I take notice of, is the neceſſity of holi- 
neſs to falvation; it's no leſs than ſhocking to think, that this 
ſcripture principle ſhould be difputed. There's a rule in divinity, 
and philoſophy too, non diſput andum eft de principiis : i. e. that 
firſt principles are not to be diſputed. This is one of the propo- 
ſitions condemned in the Marrow by the general aſſembly in the 
ee 1720, 22. I find that the Mociates gloſs this favourably 

page 26 of their act concerning the doctrine of grace. But 
it ſeems ſome of their miſſionaries in this country here do deny 
that holineſs is neceſſary to ſalvation; this I have heard frora ſe- 
veral judicious perſons who heard them; and eſpecially from 
a probationer in this presbytery, who told me, that he had a confe- 
rence with one of theſe miniſters, who did affert, that holineſs 
was not neceffary to ſalvation, and the reaſon he gave, was, that 
holineſs itſelf was ſalvation. Let's turn this aſſertion what way 
we will, it bears a harft ſound, if we take holineſs for compleat 
falvation, in a ſtate of glory; I am ſure it lies only in the reach 
of hope; ſee 1 7ohn iii. 1, 2, 3. Me ſhall be like him; for we 
ſhall fee him as he is. If we take it for falvation begun, to deny 
its neceſſity is to contradict the ſcriptures. See 2 Cora vii. 1. 
Having therefore theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all 
flthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
Cod; and 1 Peter i, 15, But as he that has called you 1s holy, 
be ye alſo holy in all manner of conver/aticn. As we are to grow 
in all grace, ſo in holineſs, which takes in the exerciſe of all graces, 
and that we perſevere blameleſs to the day of Jeſus Chriſt, viz. 
to his ſecond coming; 1 The. v. 23. and 2 Peter i. 5. to 
the 11th verſe, And beſides this, give all diligence: Add to your 
feiih virtue, &c. fer {5 an entrance ſhall be miniſtred to you abun- 
cantly into the ererlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
ſchriſt. Its plain from Heb. xii. 14. That without holineſs no 
man ſhall fee God, or enjoy him in glory; and Malt. v. 8. 


Halil are the pure in heart, fer they ſhall ſes Ged. Surely ſuch 
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doctrine will readily be ſnatched at by nominal chriſtians, and 
libertines who need not any ſuch looſe to be given them. 

Secondly, the next ſcripture principle oppoſed by the feces 
ders, is that of loyalty in ſubjecting to the King's appointing 
by his authority days of public faſtings and humiliation, and 
of thankſgiving. It's well known, that laſt year the general faſt 
in February was not obſerved by them ; but openly declaimed 
againſt ; and this done under pretence of Eraſtianiſin. Pm ſur- 
priſed that men pretending to learning, and reading, ſhould call 
the King's authority in this, Eraſtianiſm. Thomas Eruſtus's 
principle which he broached in Germany, and afterward propa- 
gated by Mr. Coleman in London, chiefly conſiſted in this, that 
it was the right of the ſtate, or civil magiſtrate, to fix what go- 
vernment in the church ſeemed beſt to them, 

Our practice in fubmitting to the King's appointment, is 
warranted, firft by ſcripture precedent in the inſtance recorded, 
2 Chron, xx. 34, of pious King Jehoſaphat's performing a faſt ; 
fecondly, by our directory for publick worſhip, page 463 of the 
London edition, in which are theſe words; Befides general and 
« folemn faſts enjoined by authority, &c, The King's appoint- 
ing days of faſtings upon the call of providence ; to be- 
* ſecch almighty God to avert impending judgments, or to re- 
move incumbent, is no encroachment on the intrinſick power 
of the church, or to hinder her to make her own appoint- 
ments; * ſo that here is no innovation on Chriſt's headſhip, or 
pulling the crown off his head: Theſe are ſwelling words with- 
out ground, Are we not commanded, Rom, xiii, 1, to be 
fubje& to the higher powers, when they command nothing con- 
trary to Gods commands, Herein the reformed proteſtant chur- 
ches are agreed with us in principle and practice; and this is 
the recorded principle of Mr, Ebenezer Erſkine, he ſays, © It 
being my ſtated principle, that the ſtate as well the church, 
„may appoint faſts and thankſgivings for juſt and neceffary 
« cauſes; that the power of the one is not at all privative of 
the other: although indeed it were moſt eligible, that both 
church and ſtate ſhould jointly concur in matters of this kind :” 
See page 63 of the author of the Eſſay on ſeparation; in his di- 
alogue with a /eceder, 

It's plain. that the /eceders who come over here, are not 
thofough loyaliſts in their principles ; for the people in my 
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neighbourhood who followed them, told me that they diſapproved 


and condemned them for taking the oaths of allegiance and of 
abjuration, at the on in the time of the rebellion, Pray is it 
lawful to abjure popery in the national and ſolemn league and 
covenant ? And is it nota duty in ſubſerviency to theſe cove- 
nant oaths to abjure a popiſh Pretender, who would bring 
in popery at large, and eſtabliſh it on the overthrow of the 
reformation : But more of this in my following remarks on 
ſome Scotch prints. 

Section V. In which I make a few obvious remarks on ſome 
Scotch prints which I have peruſed. Firſt, now here I'm not 
ſearching for faults in the Seceders, but giving an account of 
ſuch as are publiſhed in print of them, and are deducitle from 
their writings, that honeſt people here be not impoſed on and 
miſled : Few of the followers of the /eceders have theſe prints 
in their hands, and as few underſtand them, ſo as to take up a 
diſtin& notion of things. 

Firſt, I begin with that celebrated print called the Act and 
Teſtimony, which I find is ſet up as a ſtandard or confeſſion of 
faith amongſt that party; ſee Sect. 1. of the fourth conference 
between the adherer and ſeceder, p. 100 to p 113. in theſe 
Pages no leſs than twenty eight errors, are charged on the /e- 
ceders and on many of their principles in that print. Again, 
the author of the eſſay on ſeparation. charges from p. 113, to 
120, no leſs than twelve or thirteen ſlanders or gtoundleſs ca- 
lumnies on the church of Scatland; which he ſhews from ſe— 


veral parts of their Act and Teſtimony. And again, with re- 


ſpect to the articles of impeachment of that pious martyr Mr. 


 Remvick, and the words of his dying ſpeech, he charges eight 


falſhoods, very obvious from the accounts given by the Sece- 


ders, and directly oppoſite to the printed and extant records 


of his trial and of his dying ſpeech. See from p, 159 to 166. 

I'”s not my deſign to vindicate theſe charges, or condemn 
them; no, the parties in Scotland being door neighbours, will 
no doubt manage this point; but to appriſe the people who 


follow the Seceders, to take care that they be not impoſed on. 


or to ſwallow all down with an implicit faith, When they 

may fee theſe prints pro and con, and judge for themſelves. _ 
Remark 2d. It's plain that in the act of the Aſſciate Preſ- 

bytery, for renewing the ſolemn league and covenant in a new 


model ; 


. 
A 
- 
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model; 1 ſay it's plain in the confeſſion of ſins going before, 
that the oath of abjuration of the pretender is accounted one.of 
the national fins to be confeſſed and mourned for ; ſee p. 103. 

Can this be a fin, which is made a Duty in the ſolemn league? 
Is it not acting in ſubſerviency to that ſolemn renunciation of 
pery made in that ſolemn and relig ous Oath ? The one is taken 
as proper to the church, the other as proper and neceſſary in the 
ſlate, wherein there are ſuch a number of different ſubjects of 
differing religious principles. | 

T am inclined in charity to think that the Seceders are oppo- 
ſite to Popery in all ſhapes : But I am at a loſs to reconcile thus 
their accounting the oath of abjuration to be a national fin, 
to be confeſſed and mourned for, with the oppoſite propoſition, 
which by all the known laws of interpretation' muſt follow : 
vi. that it is a national duty to own and receive the Pretender! 

Secondly, 1 remark, that in the confeſſion of ſins ſet down, 
there is no mention of the Jate horrid unnatural rebellion, 
which, brought a train of diſmal conſequences on the lands, e- 
ſpecially on Great- 3ritain. 

Thirdly, I remark, that in this new model of the covenant 
there is an obvious omiſſion of acknowledging the King's Maje- 
ſty as God's viceggrent on earth, as in the national covenant, 
and in the old ſolemn league; ſee parag. 3. © We ſhall with the 
* ſame ſincerity, reality and conſtancy in our ſeveral vocati- 
* ons, endeavour with our eſtates and lives, mutually to pre- 
« ſerve the rights and privileges of Parliament, and the li- 
„ berties of the Kingdoms; and to preſerve and defend the 
King's majeſty, perſon and authority, in the preſervation and 


„That the world may bear witneſs with our conſciences of 
„ our loyalty, and that we have no thought or intention to di- 
„ miniſh his Majeſty's juſt power and greatneſs.“ Surely it is a 
great omiſſion in this new plan of the covenant, not to have 
made the like ſolemn profeſſion of loyalty to the preſent reign- 


defence of the true religion and liberties of the Kingdoms: 


2 


ing prince, eſpecially in a time when the enemies to the Hans- 


verian ſucceſſion do abound. 

Fourthly, It's remarked, that in this new model of the cove- 
nant, where prelacy is abjured, they have neglected the diſtinc- 
tion of prelacy made in the old ſolemn league, and that is 
Church Government, by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, their Chancel- 


lors 


„ 


75 ; 
/ 
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lors and Commiſſaries, Deans and Chapters, Archdeacons, and 
all other eccleſiaſtick officers depending on that hierarchy but 
they have ſtruck at all prelacy. Don't theſe gentlemen know, 
that there is a prelacy in the Presbyterian conſtitution ? Is not 
the preaching Elder above the ruling Elder, and both above © 
the Neacon ? The compilers of the old folemn league and cove- 
nant were awate of giving ſuch a ſtroke to their own conſtitution. 
Remark V. Is with reference to the nature of juſtifying 
faith, making it to conſiſt in a plerophoria, or aſſurance, the 
higheſt degree of faith; ſee p. 27 of the acts of the aſſociate 
presbytery in theſe words; A man's being perſuaded that 
* Chriſt is his, and that he ſhall have life and ſalvation by him; 
** which faith, they ſay, is agreeable to ſcripture and the pub- 
lick ſtandards, viz. our confefſion of faith and catechiſms,”? - 
To this I firſt acknowledge that we have inſtances of perſons in 
ſcripture, attaining to — as of Paul. Gal. ii. 20. and 
Rom. viii, 38, alſo of others who were true believers, being in 
the dark; //a, I. 10; yet they have a faith of adherence or 
reeumbency, Secondly I obſerve, that this deſcription of juſ- 
tifying faith to contradict what we have inthe anſwer to the 8 iſt 
queltion of the larger catechiſm, where it's aſſerted, that aſſu- 
rance of grace and falvation is not of the eſſence of faith, &c. 
i. e. that there is true ſaving faith without this attainment, It's 
not to be denied, but weak fajth, even as a grain of muſtard 
ſced, is true faith as well as ſtrong faith, Is there not a known 
diſtinction allowed by all proteſtant divines, viz, of faith of ad- 
herence, as well as faith of aſſurance ; yea another, of an objec- 
tive and a ſubjective aſſurance, The weakelt believer may have 
the ſaith of an objoctive aſſurance, i. e. that he is fully perſuaded of 
the truth revealed as to Chriſt's being a ſaviour able to ſave to the 
uttermaſt all who come to the Father thro* him. But ſubjective 
aſſurance, is that which is wrought within them, by the operations of 
the HolySpirit ; which evidences are often darkened and weakened, 
as is well inſtructed in the anſwer to the aforeſaid 8 iſt queſtion : 
How diſcouraging doctrine is that contained in the book called 
the Marrow of Medern Divinity, to many honeſt chriſtians, and 
true children of God. That we ſhould pray and ſeek for that 
high degree of faith I acknowledge; but if God, who is a free 
and ſovereign giver of his grace, withold it and keep his own 
children in the dark, 7/a. 1, 18. they then are to truſt in the 
Lord, &c, | Sixthly, 


- 
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" Sizthlv, The laſt remark that 1 dall take notice of, iso 
that propoſition of the Marrow, viz, That fear of puniſhment, 
and hope of reward, are not to be allowed to be motives of a2 
Believer's obedience : that this doQrine is_contrary to the ſacred 
ſeripture 1 ſhall ſhew im a ſew words: Firſt argument from the 
rational nature and make of man; made by his Creator, 
with theſe powers and paſſions of the ſoul, of fear and love, to 
be wrought on by the promiſes, commands and threats of God 
the governor of the moral world. Did not God by Moſes ſet life 


and death before the children of 7/-ae/, to engage them to obe- 


diente on the one hand, and to deter them from diſobedience 
on the other? Why is there a crown of life, a high prize ſet 
before the chtiſtian in running his race, and fighting the good 
Fehr of faith? Why did the apoſtle Paul make uſe of the ter- 
rors of the Lord to perſuade men? 2 Cor. v. 11. terrors taken 
from the final judgment, Does not the terrors of the law ſub- 
ſer ve the goſpel? It's our ſchoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt: 
Why does the apoſtle Paul exhort us to work out our ſalvation 
with fear and trembling? Phil, ii. 12. Surely God draws us 
with the cords of love, and with the bands of a man; he deals 
with us as reaſonable creatures. 


I come now in the laſt place to addreſs in general all thoſe 


who admire and follow theſe preachers called Seceders ; and 
again, in particular thoſe in the bounds of my congregation and 
neighbourhood, 

Firſt, in general, I addreſs thoſe who are admirers and fol: 
lowers of theſe preachers, &c; Firſt, by way of enquiry : In 
what light do you look on theſe miniſters, who have brought 
amonglt you a {ſtrange new-light, above whatever we knew ? 
No its ye look on them to be tip-tap Presbyterians ; but if 
they be Presbyterians, they are partial ones, as is manifeſt from 
what ] have ſhewn and proven, in their relinquiſhing and con- 


tradicting ſeveral points of truth in the Weſtminſter confeſſion of 
faith, and catechiſms larger and ſhorter; Again, how are ye. 


pleaſed with that Seceding principle and practice of theirs, viz. 
all who are open to light, as they pharſe it, and join them, 
He obliged to hear no other preachers beſides themſelves ? O 
ſtrange ! are they the only men with whom wiſdom ſhall die? 
| Don't we expe purer days of the Goſpel yet to come, than 
thafe we have had? 

E ©! what 
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i what horrid cruelty, and tyranny ! to debar poot honeſt 
people from theſe days, and inſtruments of greater light and purity! 
Fknow of nochurch or ſociety that act this part, but the church of 
Rome,who anathematiſeall who hear any teachers. but thoſe of their 
communion : And beſide them; the ſect of the Browni/ts in Eng- 
land, who did oblige ſolemnly their followers to have no com- 
munion with any other ſect, or ſets. Can ſuch uncharitable- 
neſs be accounted the mark of a chriſtian church? How would ye 
have carried, had you been in the days of Chriſt while on the 
earth, who with his diſciples joined the temple and ſynagogue 
worſhip ; yea, bade them to hear the ſcribes and pharaſees (tho? 
greatly corrupt in principle) while they fat in Me/es's chau? It's 
beyond queltion, that the moſt of you who have cleaved to 
theſe miniſters, and adapted their principles, do rarely attend the 
miniſtry of the miniſters of the general Synod, And no doubt 
you think you do well, in ſo doing, for they are all groſsly cor- 
rupt hereticks, as they were aſſerted to be in a publick paper, 
viz, a ſupplication ſigned dy 200 hands, to be ſent to the Aſſoci- 
ate body in Staud; in which they ſupplicate for miniſters to 
be ſent over to them, to preaeh the goſpe] to their edification ; 
backt with this argument; viz, That all the miniſters of the 


general ſynod, were one lump, leavened with Ariani/m, Socinian— 


i/m, Armeniani/ſm, Pelagianiſm, and Legaliſin, with an et cetera, 
to take in Dei/m, no doubt; and all the corrupt Ins ot one, 
nd Mahometaniſm : This paper was ſeen an read by a judicious 
and credible perſon, the ſecond week of June, 1748, It's 
no wonder indeed, they deſert our miniſtry, and abhor our per- 
ſons, if ſuch: But I may well aſſert, that of the 200 hands who 
ſigned that ſupplication, there were few if any who underſtood 
theſe corrupt Ius, or could diſtin zuilh between theſe heretical ins. 
OT am ſure many of you know many miniſters, under whoſe minſ- 
try 'you have been, to be ſound, grave and pious, faithful miniſ- 
ters of the goſpel, With what conſcience can men preſume to 
cemdemn ſuch, whom God does, and will juſtify ? But thus to 
Gander them, is to fulfil the old Latin maxim; fertiter calumni- 
ari et aliquid adherebit : i. e. throw dirt Juſtily, and ſome part 
will ſtick ! It's poor work for profeſſing chriſtians to take the 
accuſer of the brethren's work out of his hands. 

' Suffer me next to enquire, how it is ye look on the act and 


teſtimony, which goes for a copleſlion or ſcheme of principles? 
| 8 . With 


1 
With what kind of faith do ye Ae perſormance of 1s „ 
the A/ſeciates? Surely it can be with no other than a hiſtorical — 
faith. Seeing its a compendious hiſtory of the ſeveral ſteps of 
reformation and backſlidings in the church of Scotland, 3 | 
are no ſchemes of articles of faith in it; but a few propoſitions, . 
counter to theſe corrupt ones, charged on profeſſors S:m/on and 
Campb/e. My friends, can you look on and embrace it as a teſt of 
admiſſion to parents to have their children baptized, or of ad- 
miſſion to the Lord's Supper? can you embrace and ſubſcribe 
it, being fo corrupt with ſo many errors, with {landers, with talſ: 
hoods, as I have ſhewn from the publick prints? Are not the 
holy ſcriptures firſt, and the confeſſion of Faith and catechiſms, 
which have had an univerſal approbation, a ſufficient teſt ? with 
out adding ſuch late human additions ſo much debated, and not 
approven by any church or ſociety, beſides the Aſſociates: And 
ye know well that the 4//ociates are not one among themſelves, 
but divided into parties. It was but laſt year, I think, that one 
Mr. Culbert (as I hear him called) a ſtrict covenantgr agcording 
to the old ſcheme, came over from Scotland, and preached . 2 tha 
Seceders had been; warning the people againſt theſe miniſters, 
called Seceders; averring to the people that they, viz. theſe mi- 
niſters, held ſix corrupt principles, and that they held diſloyal 
principles with reſpect to the preſent government, What theſe 
fix corrupt principles were, Idid not hear, or if they were nam» 
ed; but I may juſtly gueſs, they were the ſix in the Look cal- 
led the Marrow condemned by the general aſſembly in 1720, and 
22. I think regard ſhould have been had to that old covenan- 
ter, and warning taken. But where diviſions in the church take 
place, on the footing of pet and caprice, obſtinacy follows, Tt 
was on this footing that ſome went and joined the Seceders ; 
becauſe their former miniſter was removed from them to another 
dot of the vineyard, according to the diſcipline of the church 
of Scotland, But we ſee nature often rebels againſt principle, 
I now cloſe this performance with an addreſs in particular to 
thoſe who are in the bounds of my congregation, and have cleav- 
ed to me formerly as their goſpel teacher or paſtor. I addreſs 
you with a mixture of grief and joy: Of grief, not becauſe you 
have left my miniſtry, or for any loſs 1 ſuſtain by withdrawing 
your ſupport ſolemnly promiſed ; but my grief is upon the ac- 
count of quitting your once profeſſed principles, as Presbytert 
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Ins; and turning to the Antimmian ſcheme, taught by our Spced- 
"Ing preachers ; ſuch as, that the new covenant is unconditional, 
tat holineſs is not neceſſary to ſalvation, with others of that 
© © eorrupt ſcheme. Can I be but grieved to ſee all my pains in 
vine ting, as well as explaining, the confeſſion of faith and ca- 
techiſms, loſt, I may fay to you in the apoltle Paul's words to 
me Gelatiany, chap. iii. 1. Who hath bewitched you, that ye 
ſhould not obey the truth? It's probable, that you will diſoug 
the Antinomian principles; but ſome of you have the pious, and 
judicious Mr, Flavel's works in your hands, where you may ſee 
theſe principles in the places cited, fe&. 4th, to be condemned 
23 Antinomian ; as well as the general aſſembly theſe fix pro- 
poſitions in the book called the Morrow. 

Lea, I muſt be grieved if you hold faſt theſe corrupt prin» 
ciples, that neither faith nor repentance are your duties, that they 
are Chriſt's, and that he has left us nothing to do; and that 
Chriſt, whp is the covenant given by the Father, is himſelf the 
conditiqn. How abſurd and nonſenſical is ſuch doctrine; and 
mult. not a covenant, and the condition or terms of it, be tuo 
diſtin& things? 

And next I addreſs you with joy, in that I know there are 
ſome amongſt you who have a principle of piety, and are well 
affected towards that which is good; that ſuch will conſider the 
grounds of their ſeparation from my miniſtry and this church to 
be very inſufficient, and howlittle cauſe you have of joining to 
that part of Sereders, who has made ſeceſſion from the church 
of Scotland; eſpecially ſeeing they are not one amongſt them- 
ſelves; but much divided, which diviſions and ſharp contentions 

are ominous of what they will turn to. 

And now, as I received an open challenge ſrom one of. your 
ſeceding miniſters at Spittle-hill, 1 hope you can't take it ill 
that J have anſwered the ſame as I have done in theſe ſheets, 
where reaſon, ſcripture, and the judgments of the ſound and 
learned are on my fide of the debate. To what I have faid, [ 

now add two or three arguments to prove that faith is the con- 
dition of the covenant of grace, (i) If we can't be juſtify'd, 
and pardoned, 7z. e. adult perſons, till we believe: Then faith 
is i.e condition on which theſe benefits are ſuſpended and pro- 
miſed; but that we cannot, is clear from Rom. iv. 23, 24. But 
for us alſo, to. uam it A all be inputed, if we believe on hin 
= Rs: | 429 
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e raiſed up our Lord 70 f the dead: And Aival 25 2 
Zy him give all the prophets witneſt, that through bis 
frever believeth on bim, Hall receive remiſſſen ff 
John iii. 16. 

Second argument; that, chat by which the covenant 1 
ſtands and falls, muſt be the condition thereof; but i by A ) 
it ſtands, and by unbelief it falls; ſee Mart xvi 16s. 3 
Zelieveth, &c. 


welle argument: I the new — it 


ditional, and that there is pothing'to be done by us g 

on our part, then the trying our intereſt in Chxiſt, is a needleſs + 4 
attempt: But this is uncomfortable doctrine ; for the. piaus Mr., 
Gutherie in his 7th chap. ſhews, that its by faith, as the condi- N 
tion of the covenant, that we are intereſted in him, and come do 
know our intereſt. 

Fourth argument is: If the new covenant be abſolute, and ua, 
conditional, requiring nothing of us to entitle us to the benefits 
thereof, then we need not fit down to deliberate, and count the 
colt, or give our conſent in becoming Chriſt's; but this is en- 
tirely oppolite to the. ſcripture, Luke xiv, 26,. 27. If any man 
come after me, &c. It's an ancient ſaying, that tho* we can't 
fave ourſelves, yet God will not five us without ourfelves-- The 
Chriſtian life is not an idle, or unative one. 

Now laſtly; to my friends in the neighbaurhood, many of 
whom | have known.nat only to be well, affe ted; but perſons 
of judgment in religious matters: Conſider how you turned to 
the S:ceders, vig. out of diſſatisfaction with the ſettlement of a 
miniſter amongſt yon. T hope. you wilt now jodge, that pet 
and caprice, is a bad foundation, O let the Chriſtian overcome 
the Man. And now [ pray, that the Lord give you underſtand- 
ing, to guide you in a charitable fellowſhip with thoſe, with whom 

Je hope to be in Heaven. 
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